provincial disparities in changes in fertility fluctuations from overall period fertility rates, and make it possible to reflect genuine trends of over-time fertility decline more closely. By examining provincial fertility transition trajectories, this paper also investigates the contribution of different driving forces in bringing down fertility and its dynamics over time. Finally, the study explores important socio-demographic impacts resulting from different fertility transition processes.
An Overview of Changes in Provincial Fertility
The time series data of provincial TFRs show that provinces in China have been quite different in their onset timing and the progression of fertility changes, despite the fact that significant declines in fertility rates have been observed from the early 1970s at the national level. Big municipalities and more developed provinces started fertility decline earliest. Figure 2 .1 displays the distribution of provinces as indicated by TFRs in 1975 and 1990 . In the mid-1970s, Beijing and Shanghai were the only two areas which had already achieved belowreplacement fertility rates. The TFRs in other relatively developed areas, such as Tianjin, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Shandong, Hebei, Liaoning, and Jilin, are around 3 in 1975. These provincial units are second only to Beijing and Shanghai for lowest fertility rates. By 1990, most of these provinces had reached a below-replacement fertility rate, and some of them reach a very low fertility. For instance, provinces such as Liaoning and Zhejiang have reached a TFR below 1.5, similar to the three municipalities, Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin. Table 2 .1 presents the order by which all provinces achieved a replacementlevel or lower fertility. As mentioned above, Shanghai and Beijing achieved a below replacement fertility before 1975, and they rank the first two (provincial units) throughout the country in completing fertility transition. Following these two municipalities, relatively more developed and urbanized areas achieved a replacement fertility rate no later than early 1980s, despite the fact that these provincial units employed quite different fertility regulations. For instance, according to the birth control policy, rural couples in Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang, and Zhejiang are allowed to have a second birth if their first child is female, which is to say, rural areas in these provinces apply "one-anda-half-birth" policies. In contrast, the other two provincial units of the same tier, Tianjin and Jiangsu, apply a strict one-child policy. In light of these policy differences, the temporal coincidence of fertility transition in these relatively developed areas suggests that socioeconomic factors have played a significant role in driving fertility transition net of, and possibly independent of, the strict birth control policy even in early stages of national fertility transition.
